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Soviets, deny link to jmyal iihooting ^ 


MOSCOW — The Soviet. . Union yes- 
terday dismissed as “absurd tbsinua-l 
lions” the first public allegations by : 
Turkish terrorist Mehniet Ali Agca 
that Soviet and Bulgarian Secret 
agents helped him in a plot to k^K 
Pope Joint Paul -II. \ 4 gBs^||i 
The new allegations werEptepi^lf , 


to. divert attention from 


| Agca's. allegations followed wide-Xj 
Spread speculation in the 'Weste,rhZj 
media that the Soviet Union wanted ;’j 
to eliminate the Polish-born pontiff 
because of his strong , support for 
tolandls now-outlawed Solidarity 
tirade uhion. The Soviets have called , i 
fte speculation abstmj. / 


organizers and inspirers ptf ^dfslpf ; 
terrorism, who are closely" Tinted * 
with neo-fascist circles and the 
h\mdtrcSirTTAT:niOol7iet^ ItbwT 
1 agency, T^s. 4 ajd w; -^^ Z'-LL 
,\£ca.. lit d- 

day, wifi) reporters, .outside .poltfefe^ 

1 'heatktuarteirs inCRoine, alleged pub- ' 
iiply lor the first-time that the Soviet 
KGB and Bulgarian secret service 
were behind his attempt to assassi- 
, nate the Popejqu, May 13. IVSkr^ L 
LrfjAgca. 2A,-«isp?l|ilked.tl)cee Buligar,i*T 
^/suspects To ithd-pfet sand saidifeL 
ad proof -of^i^cUon., 1. 

% He .waS-MKmlSvaRpme'f rom tAS&fh^ 
Pice no' pri’sdhnn ? iVorthern ItdljCio™ 
that authorities could question himT 
"iriZcdp i) ectio E' w’i nr't lie d i sappearvji 
|hc;e of EminnMa Orlandi, 45, the 
daughter of alVatican employee, on 
June 22.. Her Kidnappers have de- 
manded Agca’s freedom. ..V 
j Tass said that Investigations and 
evidence proved that alleged links 
between Agca and Socialist countries 
were “nothing more than absurd 
sinuations. > j ■*> 

;* "“There are absolutely no facts to 
bear out. directly or indirectly, the 
Socialist countries complicity in the 
geinous crime," Tass said. 

" On Friday, Agca firmly responded, 
•lyes, the KGB,” , when a television 
reporter asked him whether the So- , 
viet Union’s , secret service was be- 
hind the papal shooting in St. Peter's 
Square. 

Agca’s statements added weight to 
allegations by Italian Investigators 
that Bulgarian secret agents were 
involved in the attack. The Bulgari- 
ans have repeatedly denied, the alle- 
gations. ' -‘••‘'■'v- •• 

i In remarks from the meeting 
broadcast later, on national ' televi- 
sion. the slim, Unshaven Agca clearly , 
pointed to the KGB and Bulgarian., 
secret agents as having helped him 
carry out the assassination attempt. , 


yfp sl | ,Agca offered no proof to back up 
'jw. allegations.' . ; ' 


louring his trial'in July 1981, Agca', 
maintained that he acted alone. How- 
ever, news reports have said he later : 

? Dnfessed that he had several accom-. 
licesr, including at least one with' 
him jtt St. Peter's Square on _the day_ 

be^hotthe , Pope.' J ’“"* , ' w ^ oi ^^^ c ^' i ’''r w ‘ 
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